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Come Home
to Green

Solution Spotlight

SPRING AHEAD
Spring is in the air, the snow is gone… finally. You look out your front
door and see that your lawn is coming to life and the tulips you
planted last fall are staring to come up. You walk around your property to the backyard and look up at your giant maple tree and think
to yourself, “that could really use a trim this year in fact the whole
backyard could use an upgrade.” Before you know it you have a
laundry list of things in your head of what could be done this year
to improve the landscape and over all look of your property. Your
first thought, “I would like to do some of it on my own,” your second thought, “I’d like to hire out the big projects.” Your final
thought, “Who do I trust to hire out this type of work?” Your mail
comes and Lawrence Lawn Care has a new newsletter called the
“Come Home to Green, Solution Spotlight.” An answer to the laundry list you’ve just created in your head.
Lawrence Lawn Care has served the tri-cities and surrounding areas
for the past ten years, with a staff of more than thirty. We are
one of the most versed and professional companies within our
industry. We provide a wide range of services that include commercial and residential ground maintenance, lawn care, commercial
snow removal, landscape design construction and irrigation services.
Our core value is providing services which will meet or exceed their

By Joanne Respondek
Creative Director/ Office Manager

customer’s expectations the first time, on time and each time. Our
lawn care division has been working with pesticide free products long
before the Ontario Pesticide Band was passed. Our maintenance
division focuses on professional horticultural techniques.
The Lawrence Lawn Care team includes Certified Horticultural
Technician (CHT) Mike Rennie, Interlocking Concrete Pavement
Institute certified (ICPI) Dave Lawrence, and Lawn Care expert,
Vince Oldford. All employees are Smart about Salt trained, and we
continual train employees in work place safety techniques and
procedures.
We’ve become the industry leader on organic/green lawn care
practices within the tri-cities by continually educating our customers
with best practices and always providing tools and advice.
Let us help you with your laundry list this year. Trust the Authority
on Natural Lawn Care & “Come Home to Green.”

By Vince Olford
Turf Manager

FEED THE SOIL

FEEDS
THE LAWN
THAT

Organic Matter - is important for supporting biodiversity, it provides a
food source for beneficial organisms and imports desirable attributes
to soil quality.

As this new era of pesticide free lawn care is upon us it is important
to understand the concept of how to take a proper approach to
addressing your lawns needs. The key factor in having a thick,
healthy, weed and insect resistant lawn is to start by addressing your
lawns needs from the soil up. This is different from the traditional
lawn care practices, such as weed and feed, because these types of
products only address symptoms not the root of the problem.
Whether starting from scratch or attempting to improve on an already
existing lawn it is important to address the quality of the soil and its
important characteristics or components. Keep this in mind, ideally
you want to feed the soil that feeds the lawn.

How do I get my soil to function properly?
A simple soil test can determine the key components of your soil, here are
some common terms.
Soil Type - (clay, sand, loam) the different soil types will have an effect on
C.E.C. levels.
C.E.C. - (cation exchange capacity) a measure of the amount of cations that
a soil can hold which are potentially exchangeable for plant uptake. This is
basically your soils ability to hold nutrients.

Soil pH - Controls nutrient availability to the plant. The ideal pH range for
grass is 6.5 to 7.0.
Nutrient levels - measured in base saturation percentage of the nutrients
phosphorus, potassium, magnesium, calcium, sodium and the K to Mg
ratio (potassium to magnesium ratio). Improving these components of my soil.

The best way to improve these components is by using balanced
plant and mineral based fertilizers and soil correctives. The benefits
of using natural products is two fold, you not only get nutrients for
your grass but they also feed beneficial soil organisms that help your
soil function. When your soil gets balanced, your turf will respond by
looking healthy and lush. One thing to keep in mind is when your
soil has deficiencies or your fertilizing program is not balanced the
soil will germinate weeds to help balance out its deficiencies. Weeds
natural function in nature is to refurbish soils that are depleted in
different components. When a weed grows its roots go down further
in the soil to bring up nutrients and trace minerals to the surface.
When the weed dies it will decompose and leave behind the nutrients from its vegetation. For example, if you have a lawn that is
deficient in nitrogen you will have problems with weeds such as
clover and black medic. Clover fixates nitrogen from the air and
black medic produces its own nitrogen.
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Choosing a proper application of topdressing
material is crucial. When you are looking to top dress
it is important to realize the differences between
the options that are out there. First let me say that
using a multi mix or premium soil may look and
sound good but one thing to realize is that all soils will
have millions of weed seeds per square meter.
When you top dress with these types of products,
you will have an extensive amount of weeds
germinating on the lawn you’re trying to improve.

TOPDRESSING
AND TOPDRESSING
PRODUCTS
Be cautious when shopping for compost. Compost products that are
not correctly composted may have drawbacks. They will not be weed
seed free, they will have possible pathogen and disease potential as
well as having a different microbial population. They may also have
an unpleasant odor as well. Wet waste composts I would not
recommend. They may contain weed seeds and very high sodium
content and could possibly be anaerobic not aerobic. My personal
recommendations are to top dress with certified plant compost, this
will be a great source of humus (properly decayed organic matter)
and abundant with microbial activity.
When topdressing an existing lawn it is important not to exceed a
quarter inch of thickness so you don’t smother and kill the existing
grass. Before topdressing at any time it is important to aerate the lawn
first so that you can help prevent a layering effect of the soil types.
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JUMP START YOUR

PROPERTY

By Mike Rennie
Ground Maintenance Manager

THIS SPRING

Winter can take a toll on the best of people’s
lawn, with its short days, deep cold nights,
and let’s not forget the snow. It’s no surprise
that most home owners are eager to get on to
their lawns in the spring time as soon as it
warms up. Here are a few helpful tips that
will get your property on its way to a fresh
and aesthetically pleasing start.

Raking
Raking your lawn is the most cost effective
way of getting a good start to your lawn in
the spring. Taking the time to rake up as

much debris left from last year’s autumn, this
will be beneficial to you in the long run and
essential for the fresh spring look. When
raking it is advised that you approach the
property in sections and thoroughly work
away at the edges pulling the debris away
from objects such as house foundations,
driveways, garden bed edges, or any other
objects. Once the edges are complete its best
to rake your lawn in windrows working
aggressively to the center of your lawn.
Splitting the sections of lawn in half and
pulling everything into the center in one
neat line will minimize your efforts, as well it

ensures that you move the rake over all the
lawn. Raking the lawn is not just for
removing the debris that may be left from
the fall but also acts as a form of dethatching.
When raking, it’s important to take the time
and rake up any dead grass that has died out
over the winter. A good example of this
would be a patch of thick fescue or rye that
has browned out. One mistake that most
people make once spring has come is getting
out on the lawn too early. It is essential that
the home owner waits until the ground has
dried out enough to ensure the rake will not
damage the lawn.
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Garden Maintenance
Flower beds and garden beds require a lot of
work in the growing season and there’s a few
tips and tricks that the pros use to make
these key features look their best.

edging debris and remove any vegetation
from the garden.
Often overlooked, the grass hanging over the
sidewalk edge should be addressed leaving
approximately a half inch of clearance
between the grass and sidewalk. This can be
easily achieved with a side walk edging unit.

Cultivating

Edging
A nice clean edge on all garden beds approximately 3 inches deep helps to keep grass and
weeds from invading the garden bed. This
edge also creates and aesthetically appealing
border to all garden features. Edging can be
done with a flat shovel or a half moon
edging shovel. Start by marking your edge
with string line or even by using a thin line
of spray paint. Follow the line using your
shovel throwing the debris into the garden or
straight into a wheel barrel. Once complete
firmly shake out the loose soil from your

Cultivation of soil beds is highly recommended as it keeps the soil in the bed loose
and allows the soil to become agitated.
Cultivation also gives the garden bed a fresh,
clean, and healthy appearance. For mulched
beds it is recommended that you do not stir
the mulch too much as it will pull soils to the
top, contaminating the mulch and giving it a
“spotty” appearance. It is however possible to
run a cultivation tool through the mulch to
stir it slightly. The best approach to any
perennial garden bed is to top up new mulch
every one to two years.

feature plants like ornamental grasses, sedum
stalks, and any other perennial that was not
snipped in the fall. A good rule of thumb is
if the stalks or leaves remaining have died off
or withered away, it’s time to cut the plant at
the base and let it start anew. When cutting
large ornamental grasses it is best to work in
a pair. Have one person “hug“ the tall plant
while another takes a good size garden shear
and cuts the bottom near the base of the
plant. When doing this remembers safety is
number one.

Pruning
Pruning is very important when it comes to
preparing your property for its spring start.
In a perennial garden this is even truer. It’s
now time to cut down those large winter
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Unless you have studied trees and know the
common techniques most of us would cut just any
limb off a tree not knowing that it could harm the
tree more than help it. Here is a list of a few
common techniques when pruning your trees.

THINKING

Dead-wooding: is the removal of all dead branches
throughout the tree.
Crown-thinning: pruning selected branches to thin
out the crown. This allows light penetration and
added air flow through the tree.
Crown Raising: removing the lower limbs to add
sunlight to gardens and lawns, this also keeps
branches away from houses, garages, patios, and
driveways.

ABOUT

TRIMMING BACK?

By Dan MacRae
Tree Technician

Many of us have trees on our properties, but some of us lack the knowledge of proper care for our trees. The most common
technique to take care of our trees is pruning, but pruning them correctly. There are many reasons why you should prune your
trees, some include branches or stems that are either dead, diseased, insect infested, structurally unsafe, storm damaged, or
the branches or stems are rubbing against each other. By removing these types of problems from your trees it will promote
healthier growth and you’ll be able to enjoy the tree for many more years.
A good rule of thumb is to do any major
pruning in late fall or early spring while
the tree is dormant. If dead-wood or
minor pruning is required than anytime
of the year is ideal. You’ll never want to
remove more than one- third of the trees
foliage when pruning. Remember that
every branch that is removed is for a
reason, this will change the way it will
grow. A common question that we get
asked is, “should I use tree paint or
pruning paint on the cuts?” the answer
is, no. Studies have shown that this
method is obsolet.e Paint doesn’t help
“heal the wound” or prevent
dieses/insect entry.
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By Rob Evans
Construction Manager

FIRST STEPS TO

OUTDOOR LIVING
Like any other project around the home, your outdoor landscape needs to start with a plan.
Your landscape gives the first impression of who you are, it is the gateway to your inner palace.
You love your home and work hard to make
it a place that suits your taste and fits your
style. As with anything else, you need to
establish a budget. A landscape plan should
be included in your budget, as it allows you
to see a visual idea of your landscape dreams
which can be bound only by the limits of your
imagination. It also allows you to get precise
quoting and then work with contractors to
get the job done accurately and cost
effectively.
Landscape contractors are there to work with
you, to guide you through the process of
picking the pallet of both colour and texture,
whether it be that timeless feel of the old
world cobble, or the clean lines of a modern
finished stone. Some things to consider are

adding “soldier coursing” which is including
stones of a contrasting colour and shape to
define the edges and boundaries. Another
thing to consider is adding “linear banding”,
which is the addition of bands of colour to
add detail to the project and/or break up
large areas. A circle pattern will also add
more character to a larger area.
Further elements to consider when planning
your outdoor space is the use of retaining
walls. The lay of your land does not always
determine what your final grade will be.
Retaining walls can serve as functional
structures, and/or as feature points. They can
be used to correct the slope of your land to
gain more space, or change that pain of a hill
to mow into your new bistro sitting area. An

important thing to remember, is that the
new Ontario building code insists that any
retaining wall over 3’3” or one that is
adjacent to a public property requires a
building permit and in some case, an
Engineers stamp of approval.
As you are well aware by now, there are many
things to consider when planning your
outdoor living space. Whether it’s an entire
overhaul to your existing property, or simply
the addition of a calming water feature into
your land. It’s important to be informed so
that you get exactly what you are looking for.
Do your home work and visit your local
landscape suppliers for the latest trends and
products and to find credited contractors to
do the work.
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By Dave Lawrence
Lawrence Lawn Care President

As we embark on a new season, I’d like to reflect on some of our
accomplishments from 2009. At our annual awards ceremony and
Christmas celebration we recognized the successes of our entire
Lawrence Lawn Care team.
With a struggling economy and a new pesticide ban, Lawrence Lawn
Care faced many challenges heading into the season last year. I’m
happy to report that we held our own and the lawn care and maintenance division posted some significant growth.
Congratulations to all of our winners. Without a dedicated team and
loyal customers this would not be possible. So I’d like to take the
opportunity to thank all of you for your continued support.
2010 is already proving to be another successful year. We have lots of
new things in the works including this newsletter that we hope to
publish 3 times a year. We’re also working on some website improvements. As always, if you have any feed back please feel free to contact
me directly – dlawrence@lawrencelawncare.com
Cheers!
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Trevor & Bev Green
welcomed their third
child James Green
to their family
on September 23, 2009
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